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successor appointed to his Chair in Manchester. W. L. Bragg had shared
a Nobel Prize with his father for their discoveries relating to crystal
structure by the help of X-rays, and of the nature of such radiation
by the help of the crystals. His work on sound-ranging in France had
not only impressed his technical colleagues but had received praises
from the highest military authorities at the Front, who fully appreciated
its usefulness. W. L. Bragg turned rather longing eyes to research
work in Cambridge and with some diffidence toward teaching, of
which during the War there was but little experience. He faced and
shouldered the burden, and the anticipated success awaited him. He
wrote to Rutherford:
12 May 1919. I would just like to tell you how proud I feel that I am
succeeding you at Manchester. It is a tremendous honour for anyone
who has still his spurs to win, and if I hesitated at all about coming it was
because I naturally doubted my power to carry on your work. I do not
think a more magnificent opportunity for work was ever offered to
anyone in my position.
In due course he was destined to succeed Rutherford at Cambridge.
On 15 Aug. 1919, Mme Curie wrote to Rutherford discussing the
best name to be given to radium emanation, which Ramsay had sug-
gested should be called 'niton'. Madame was rather in favour of
*radion6on'. Partly at the suggestion of Prof. Perrin, wiser counsels
prevailed and the emanations of the three radioactive families were
henceforward known as radon, thoron and actinon.
When Rutherford became Cavendish Professor he found that Sir
J. J. Thomson wished to retain his private laboratory and bis invaluable
assistant Everett, together with some rooms on the ground floor for
a few research students, as well as some other advantages of the building
with reference to workshop and assistants. The two men met and
discussed the difficult situation; Rutherford then drafted a statement by
way of an agreement. It was full of alterations, erasures, additions, all un-
initialled; it was a document which would make a lawyer weep, but there
are the initials at the bottom, J. J. T., E. R. It was sufficient; it worked.
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